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Foreword 

The original objective of this document was to provide a biography of James Wagland 

(1808-1881). In so doing it made sense to add a second chapter regarding the history 

of his mill, the Garratt Print Works, and the mills at which he may have worked in 

Merton and West Ham. The purpose of the third chapter is to provide a layman’s 

description of the calico printing process used at the time. 

There are three Appendixes: the first provides brief histories and descriptions of the 

churches that have featured most frequently in the Wagland family history; the second 

is regarding the other printing families in West Ham with whom James Wagland came 

into contact and eventual partnership; and the third is James Wagland’s will. 

Note that the second Appendix has been omitted from this edition but will be added at 

a later date. 



 

 

James Wagland and the Garratt Print Works 

C:\Users\Chris\OneDrive\Documents\Genealogy\James Wagland project\James Wagland and the 
Garratt Print Works v3.docx 

 

 1 

A biography of James Wagland, Master Silk 
Printer 
James Wagland’s biography is written in six sections. The first describes all that we 

know about his ancestors. His life is described in the next three sections: from his birth 

in 1808 until the 1850s; from when he took over the Garratt Print Works in the late 

1850s until his death in 1881; and the expansion of his family with his children’s 

marriages. The last two sections describe the immediate aftermath of his death, and a 

short description of the lives of his wife and children following his death. 

Ancestors – flowing down the Wandle 

Each generation of Waglands moved further down the Wandle from its source in 

Carshalton, though we don’t know whether their work was related to the river or 

whether it was purely a coincidence. Starting with Philip in Carshalton, his son Isaac 

moved to Tooting Graveney, and his son James moved to Merton which is where 

James, our subject, was born and who then continued the move downstream to 

Summerstown. See map on page 12. 

Exhibit 1: Ancestors of James Wagland (1808-1881) 

 

There are no Waglands (or Waylands or Wagnells as the family has been recorded at 

times) listed in Surrey in the Hearth Tax records between 1662 and 1689. The earliest 

known ancestor, Philip Wagland, lived in Carshalton parish in the 18th century. Some 

family trees uploaded to genealogy websites, hypothesise that this Philip was the same 

Key events in British history are noted 

in this style approximately in line with 

the paragraph describing family 

events of the same period. 
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person who was baptised in Knights Enham, near Andover in Hampshire, in February 

1721. However there is no evidence linking these two people or places. 

The same family trees also allege that Philip married Anne Gosden on 11th January 

1742/431 in All Saints’ Church, Carshalton. She had been baptised at the same church 

on 4th April 1725 and was the daughter of Charles and Ann. However so far we have 

not located the marriage record. 

What is certain is that Philip Wagland was married to a woman named Anne and that 

they had at least 13 children who were baptised in Carshalton between 1744 and 1756. 

There are Land Tax records in Carshalton parish for a Mr. Wagland up to 1780 and a 

Mrs. or Widow Wagland from 1781 to 1785. Although these records may refer to other 

family members, it might indicate that Philip died about 1780 and Anne about 1785. 

According to Daniel Lysons’s book “The Environs of London” (1792), Carshalton was 

only a small village consisting of 165 houses at the time and: 

ñOn the banks of the Wandle are established several manufactories; the principal of 

which are, two paper-mills, occupied by Mr. Curtis and Mr. Patch: Mr. Savignac's mills 

for preparing leather and parchment: Mr. Filby's mills for grinding logwood: Mr. 

Shipley's oil-mills, which were burnt down in 1785, and rebuilt: Mr. Ansell's snuff-mills, 

and the bleaching grounds of Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Cookson. At these manufactories 

an extensive trade is carried on; but their nature is not such as to employ a great 

number of hands.ò 

Isaac Wagland was the ninth child of Philip and Ann. He was baptised in Carshalton on 

22nd July 1759 and married Sarah Brown on 11th October 1779 at St. Andrew’s Church, 

Holborn. Both were illiterate at the time, signing the register with a cross (his/her 

“mark”). Unfortunately we have no information that explains what Isaac was doing in 

central London at this time nor anything about Sarah’s family or background. 

Exhibit 2: Marriage Register entry for Isaac Wagland and Sarah Brown 

 
Source: St. Andrew’s Church, Register of Marriages by Banns, 1775-1781 – London Metropolitan Archives 

Their first child, James, was baptised at St. Nicholas’s Church in Tooting Graveney on 

16th August 1780. Nine more children including two sets of twins were born in Tooting 

Graveney. Sarah died, aged 41, soon after giving birth to their last child John; she and 

her son were buried together on 2nd January 1798.  

Isaac remarried just nine months’ later to twice-widowed Ann (maiden name unknown, 

first husband William Miles, second husband Thomas Huckstep) at St. Mary’s Church 

in Lambeth on 15th October 1798. They had one son in 1801. Isaac died in April 1813 

and was buried in Tooting Graveney on 1st May 1813, aged 55. 

Like Carshalton, Tooting Graveney was only a small village in 1792 consisting of 150 

houses, according to Daniel Lysons’s book. Although there is no mention of any 

 
1  In 1752 England changed the start of the year from 25th March to 1st January (and moved to 

the Gregorian calendar from the Julian). In most modern documents pre-1752 dates between 
1st January and 24th March are usually shown with the years according to both “styles”. 

1727: King George I dies and his son 

succeeds as George II. 

1745: last Jacobite rebellion led by 

ñBonnie Prince Charlie.ò 

1754-1763: Seven Yearsô War 

between Great Britain and France. 

1760: King George II dies and his 

grandson succeeds as George III. 

1775ï1783: American War of 

Independence. 

1789ï1799: French Revolution. 
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“manufactories” in Tooting, it is only one and a half miles (2.5 km) from the Wandle and 

Merton’s mills. 

Seven months after his mother’s death, James Wagland (eldest son of Isaac and 

Sarah) married Mary Bond on 5th August 1798 at St. Mary’s Church in Wimbledon. 

Mary was illiterate, signing the register with her mark. She was the daughter of John 

and Elizabeth (née Craft) and had been baptised on 19th February 1775 at St. Mary the 

Virgin’s Church in Merton, making her at least five years’ older than her husband. She 

had eight siblings including a brother named James (Bond). 

Exhibit 3: Marriage Register entry for James Wagland and Mary Bond 

 
Source: St. Mary’s Church, Marriage Register, 1777-1812 – Surrey History Centre 

Her mother, Elizabeth, died in 1801, aged 58, and her father, John, died in 1811, aged 

77; both were buried at Merton church. 

James and Mary Wagland had eight children between 1800 and 1814, two of whom 

died during infancy. Their fifth child is the subject of this biography. 

James also had an illegitimate daughter in 1815 with a Mary Attridge; she was aged 

about 25 and 10 years his junior at the time. Presumably it was common knowledge in 

the parish as they had the baby baptised in the local parish church under his name. 

Mother and daughter continued to live in Merton until their deaths in 1865 and 1893 

respectively. Mary Attridge never married and was recorded as a pauper in the 1861 

Census. 

From the various baptism, marriage and census records, it is clear that James was a 

silk printer in Merton. We don’t know for certain at which mill he worked but, given that 

he lived in Nelson’s Fields in 1841, it is highly likely that it was the Merton Abbey Silk 

Printing Works (see page 13) as it was only about quarter of a mile (400 m) away. 

There is also an apocryphal story from “Reminiscences of Old Merton” by W. H. 

Chamberlain (1925) regarding a Mr. Wagland and Abbey House (see page 14) which 

belonged to the Merton Abbey Silk Printing Works: 

ñOpposite to the above gateway [to Gate House] is one of the gateways to the Priory. 

This still exists, and inside stood an old mansion recently demolished. At the beginning 

of the 19th century, it stood unoccupied for several years, and had the reputation of 

being haunted because of the weird noises heard there at night time, and the villagers 

were afraid to pass it after dark. About 1820 Messrs. Bradshaw and Wagland, the silk 

printers, together with several others, decided to visit it at nightfall armed with sticks 

and candles. In due course the ghostly noises commenced up and down the stairs, and 

making a sudden dash, they discovered that swarms of water rats were in possession. 

With the mysterious sounds thus explained, Bradshaw and Wagland decided to follow 

the rats' example and they moved into the building. The creatures were dealt with and 

1801: United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland is created. 

1803ï1815: Napoleonic Wars. 

1804: first steam locomotive railway 

journey takes place in Wales. 

1807: Pall Mall turns on first gas 

street lighting. 

1811: George, Prince of Wales, 

becomes Prince Regent due to his 

fatherôs (George III) mental illness. 

1812-21: post- Napoleonic Wars 

recession. 

1820: King George III dies and his 

son succeeds as George IV. 

1829: Metropolitan Police 

established. 

1830: King George IV dies and his 

brother succeeds as William IV. 

1831-50: cholera pandemic begins in 

London and spreads across the 

country. 

1834: Palace of Westminster (Houses 

of Parliament) burns down. 
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the printers obtained the house at a low rental, made repairs and kept the property for 

several years. They were succeeded by a Mr Littler who took over their silk printing 

business and moved into the building with his family.ò 

From this story it appears that Bradshaw (probably Charles, 1790-1862) and James 

Wagland rented Abbey House from about 1820 until 1833 or 1835 when Edward Littler 

took over the leases for the two print works on the site. We have not yet found any 

records of a business partnership existing between Bradshaw and Wagland. 

Exhibit 4: Lewes Road Toll Gate (1867) and Windmill Inn (no date) 

 
Source:  

By 1841 James’ daughter Emma and her husband, (Zachariah) James Batterbee, had 

moved to Preston (now a suburb of Brighton & Hove) in Sussex where James was 

working as a toll collector on the Lewes Road. By 1851 James and Mary Wagland had 

also moved to Preston and James had taken over the toll collection job from his son-in-

law who was now an innkeeper (presumably2 of the Windmill Inn on Shoreham Road in 

Southwick, now a suburb of Brighton & Hove). 

Mary Wagland died on 28th February 1852, aged 77, of “disease of the heart, dropsy 

and old age”. She had travelled back to Merton from Sussex because her address at 

the time of her death was recorded as Nelson’s Fields (where her eldest son was 

living) and she was buried at St. Mary the Virgin’s Church in Merton on 9th March. It is 

not clear whether the James Wagland who registered her death was her husband or 

son. 

By 1861 James Wagland had retired and was living with James and Emma Batterbee. 

He died at the Windmill Inn, aged 86, on 1st December 1865 of “senile debility” and 

was buried on 7th December at the nearby St. Michael & All Angels' Church. 

James Wagland: from Merton to West Ham and back again (1800s to 
1850s) 

Travelling back in time, the fifth child of James and Mary was baptised Charles James 

at Merton church on 6th March 1808. His great uncle Charles died about three weeks’ 

later so it could be that he was named after him and his father. It appears that he never 

used his first name throughout his life so nor shall we from hereon. 

We know nothing about his youth in the early 1800s other than that in all likelihood he 

spent it in Merton and at some point probably started work in the same mill as his 

father. 

In textile mills at that time it was not unusual for children to start work at age 5. After 

ineffective parliamentary acts in 1802 and 1819, they were not supposed to work 

longer than a 12-hour day. Typically they would have a midday break for one hour and 

short breaks for breakfast and tea. They did not work on Sundays. In 1833 the Factory 

 

2  James Wagland’s 1865 death certificate recorded the Windmill Inn as his address. James 
Batterbee was the licensee recorded in the 1866 Post Office Directory. 

1837: King William IV dies and his 

niece succeeds as Victoria I. 

1839: London & Croydon Railway 

(L&CR) opens. 

1840: Queen Victoria marries her 

cousin Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg 

and Gotha. 

1840: first adhesive postage stamp ï 

the Penny Black. 

1840: London & Southampton railway 

opens; extended to Waterloo in 1848. 

1845-52: Irish Potato Famine. 

1846-56: Highland Potato Famine. 

1846: London, Brighton & South 

Coast Railway formed by merger of 

six companies including L&CR. 

1851: the Great Exhibition in Hyde 

Park. 

1853-56: Crimean War. 
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Act banned children under the age of 9 from working in textile factories; 9 to 13 year 

olds were limited to 9 hours a day and 48 hours a week; 13 to 18 year olds were limited 

to 12 hours a day and 69 hours a week. All children under eleven had to receive two 

hours education per day. Government Factory Inspectors were appointed to enforce 

the law. Further changes were made by Factory Acts in 1844, 1847, 1864 and 1867. 

James became a father in 1826 at the age of 18 when his son William was born. There 

is no baptism record in Merton or the surrounding parishes so we don’t know who the 

mother was. However there is a baptism recorded for a William Wagland in West 

Norwood in 1826 to parents Richard and Mary. Norwood is about five miles (8 km) 

from Merton and separated by two other parishes. There are no other baptism, 

marriage, burial or census records for a Richard Wagland during this period – might 

James have given a false name? 

The 1841 Census shows that William was living with his uncle and aunt, James and 

Emma Batterbee, in Preston, Sussex. Like his father and grandfather he also became 

a silk and calico printer. In 1848 he married Emma Allen, the daughter of another silk 

printer who had moved from Waltham Abbey to Merton during the 1830s. William and 

Emma had seven children in the Merton and Wimbledon parishes between 1848 and 

1862. It is unclear how much contact he had with his father and family: on the one 

hand, he was living near his father in Nelson’s Fields in 1851 and at the time of the 

1871 Census his half-nephew was staying at his house, yet on the other hand he was 

not mentioned in his father’s will. 

Exhibit 5: Marriage Register entry for James Wagland and Elizabeth Cass Castle 

 
Source: St. George-in-the-East Church, Marriage Register, 1820-1836 – London Metropolitan Archives 

Returning to James, he married Elizabeth Cass Castle on 9th January 1831 at 

St. George-in-the-East Church, Tower Hamlets. Elizabeth was the daughter of John 

and Rebecca (née England), born on 10th August 1810 and baptised on the following 

7th September in St. Botolph-without-Bishopsgate Church, London. Her father died 

soon after her birth and her mother remarried in 1814 to James Marrion, a wire weaver. 

Rebecca and James Marrion had five children between 1815 and 1823 before 
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Rebecca died, aged 36, in late 1824 when Elizabeth was about 14 years’ old. James 

Marrion remarried eight months’ later to Sarah Offin but had no further children. He 

died in 1872, aged 82. 

Never knowing her biological father, Elizabeth must have been quite close to James 

Marrion as he was a witness at her wedding to James Wagland and two of her sons 

were baptised with Marrion as their middle name. While on the subject of middle 

names, Elizabeth’s middle name of Cass hints at it being one of her grandmothers’ 

maiden names but as yet we haven’t been able to identify any of the grandparents. 

Exhibit 6: Immediate family of James Wagland (1808-1881) 

 

James and Elizabeth’s first child, named Charles James after his father, was born in 

late 1831 or early 1832 in West Ham, Newham. Why was James in the East End at the 

time of his marriage and the birth of his first son? As will be explained later, given his 

subsequent business partnership with James Kayess, there is a strong probability that 

he was working at the West Ham Abbey Print Works (see page 21) which was owned 

at the time by Edmund Littler who moved to Merton Abbey in 1833. Was it purely a 

coincidence or was this the reason why James moved back to Merton, which is where 

his second child, Emma Elizabeth, was born in 1834? 

James and Elizabeth went on to have a further seven children in Merton between 1837 

and 1850, one of whom, Henry, died aged 7 in 1848. 

From the 1841 and 1851 Census records we know that the family lived in Nelson’s 

Fields and thus, like his father, James probably worked for Edmund and Mary Littler at 

the Merton Abbey Silk Printing Works during this period. 

As Nelson’s Fields in Merton (see map on page 17) has cropped up a number of times, 

the area’s name is worth a brief explanation. In 1802, Admiral Horatio Nelson, 

purchased Merton Place with its farm and woodland. He expanded the estate with the 

purchase of additional land south of his house until his Merton property covered most 

of the area west of the Wandle and north of Morden Hall Park. Following Nelson's 

death, Emma Hamilton (his mistress) got into debt and, despite help from friends, was 

unable to maintain Merton Place. She moved out in about 1808, the house was 

demolished in 1821 and the estate lands were sold off in parcels over the following 
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years. The part of the Merton Place estate immediately south of the High Street was 

developed as small scale housing and became known as Nelson's Fields. 

James Wagland: from Merton to Summerstown (1860s to 1880s) 

Sometime between 1855 and 1860 Joseph Leves and James Wagland formed a 

partnership (Leves & Wagland) and took over the lease of the Garratt Print Works in 

Summerstown (see page 18). Anthony Heath had held the lease from 1835 until his 

death in 1851 but was still listed in the Post Office Home Counties directory for 1855; 

possibly his son, Daniel Heath, who had been the Print Works Manager in 1851, had 

continued to run the business under his father’s name. The 1860 Post Office London 

Suburban directory lists Leves & Wagland at the Garratt Print Works. 

Joseph Leves was about ten years’ younger than his partner. He was born in Aveley, 

Essex in 1818. By the time of the 1841 Census he was living in Merton with his elder 

brother, William, and his younger sister, Sarah. His brother’s trade was listed as block 

cutter and his as silk printer. In 1844 Joseph Leves married Amelia Broad at St. 

Saviour’s Church, Southwark (designated in 1905 as Southwark Cathedral). They had 

six children between 1845 and 1862. Presumably Joseph had met James Wagland 

while working at the same mill in Merton. 

A key question which will probably always remain unanswered is how the partners 

raised the finance to acquire the Garratt Print Works lease and equipment. At the time 

that the partnership was formed, James was about 37-42 years’ old and had a wife and 

seven children to support, though the eldest ones were employed; Joseph was about 

27-32 years’ old and had a wife and four young children to support. 

By an Act of Parliament in 1861 changes were made to the Board of Trade. It became 

responsible for new legislation on such matters as patents, designs and trademarks, 

company regulation, labour and factory matters, control of merchant shipping, mines, 

agriculture, transport, etc. Accordingly, Leves & Wagland registered some 155 designs 

with the Board of Trade between 1862 and 1864; they can be viewed at the National 

Archives in Kew. 

By 1867 James Kayess had joined the partnership. He was the son of James and 

Elizabeth (née Tucker) and had been baptised in Lambeth in 1822. He was therefore a 

few years junior to Joseph Leves and some fourteen years younger than James 

Wagland. By 1841 he and his parents had moved to West Ham Abbey Print Works 

which Elizabeth’s brother John then owned. By 1851, James had become the manager 

of the Print Works and then owner in 1853 on John’s death. He first married Laura 

Jewitt in 1854 by whom he had two daughters. Laura died in 1860 about the time that 

her second child was born. In 1862 James married Elizabeth Seldon by whom he had 

two sons. 

It is possible that James Kayess had met James Wagland when the latter had worked 

at West Ham around 1831/32 (however Kayess would only have been 9 or 10 years’ 

old) or, more likely, had got to know him later through Edmund Littler who had been in 

partnership with John Tucker’s brother-in-law, John Baker, until he moved to Merton in 

1832. Further details about the Littler, Baker, Tucker and Kayess families are provided 

in Appendix B. 

From the 1871 and 1881 Census records we know that James Wagland and Joseph 

Leves lived next door to each other on the same road as the Garratt Print Works; at the 

time it was known as Factory Road but is now named Riverside Road. James Kayess 

lived in Streatham, about four miles (6.5 km) away. 

In 1871 James Wagland was recorded as the senior partner and the print works 

employed 100 men, 8 women, 50 boys and 32 girls – almost 20% of the Summerstown 

population. In comparison James Kayess had employed between 300 and 400 at West 

Ham in 1861. 

1857-58: global recession triggered 

by the Panic of 1857 in the USA. 

1858: the Great Stink leads to the... 

1859-65: construction of the London 

sewerage system. 

1861: Prince Albert dies. 

1863: Metropolitan Underground 

Railway opens with steam trains. 

1873-79: global recession (the Long 

Depression) triggered by the Panic of 

1873 in Vienna. 
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Exhibit 7: Map of Summerstown in 1862 

 
Source: Library Map of London and its Suburbs, Edward Stanford (1862-71) 

In 1870-72, John Marius Wilson's “Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales” noted 

that Summerstown had 186 houses and a population of 920. As shown on the 1871-

1882 OS map, Summerstown was a distinct village consisting of the houses along the 

main street, St. Mary’s Church, the National School for Boys & Girls, and The Plough 

public house. Compare this map to the 1894 one in Exhibit 16 to see how fast it grew. 

James Wagland: his family expands 

In the meantime James and Elizabeth undoubtedly experienced considerable personal 

joy and sorrow as their family grew. We have already mentioned the death of their son 

Henry, aged 7, in 1848. 

By 1851 their eldest son, Charles, had followed in his father’s and grandfather’s 

footsteps and become a silk printer, presumably at the same mill. In 1855 he married 

his cousin Susan Marsh at Hounslow parish church. Susan was the fifth of seven 

daughters of James and Elizabeth (née Wagland). Her mother was the eldest 

(surviving) child of James (senior) and Mary. Charles and Susan had twelve children 

between 1855 and 1875, four of whom died young. 

James’s eldest daughter, Emma Elizabeth, married William Haslam, a schoolmaster, at 

St. Mary’s Church, Whitechapel, in 1863. Her siblings, James Marrion and Mary 

Rebecca, were witnesses to the marriage. William and Emma moved to Tenby, 

Pembrokeshire, where they had three children between 1864 and 1868. Emma died 

there in 1870 at the age of 36. The 1871 Census records the youngest child, Helen, 

aged 2, living with her grandparents, James and Elizabeth. 

The second son, George Marrion, also became a silk printer. He married Elizabeth 

Pratt in 1862 at St. Mary’s Church, Newington. They had three children between 1865 

and 1870 but Elizabeth died soon after giving birth to the third. George and two of his 
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children were living with James and Elizabeth at the time of the 1871 Census. George 

then married Annie Ewins in 1873 at Holy Trinity Church, Clapham, and had three 

more children. 

The second daughter, Mary Rebecca, married Francis Sharland at St. Mary’s Church, 

Wimbledon, in 1871. They had five children between 1871 and 1880, two of whom 

were baptised with Marrion as their middle name. 

The third son, James Marrion, was also a silk printer, specifically a fabric pattern 

designer, until about 1881 when he took over management of The Sultan public house 

in Camberwell. He married Eliza Williams at St. Mary’s Church, Wimbledon, in 1878 

and they had had two children by 1881. 

Alfred was the only son not to follow his father’s trade. He was a grocer when he 

married Margaret Maile in 1876 at St. George-in-the-East Church, Tower Hamlets, 

which was where his parents had married 45 years’ earlier. By 1881 Alfred and 

Margaret had three children. 

The third daughter, Sarah, married Charles Clarke, a Master in the merchant navy, in 

1870 at St. Mary’s Church, Wimbledon. At the time of the 1871 Census she was living 

with her parents so presumably Charles was at sea. By 1881 they had moved to Long 

Sutton, Lincolnshire, near to Charles’s birthplace and had two children. 

The youngest child, Ellen, married Henry Glover, a schoolmaster, at St. Mary’s Church, 

Wimbledon, in 1874. By 1881 he was the headmaster of the Chailey Industrial School, 

near Lewes in Sussex, Ellen was the matron of the school and the couple had three 

children.  

James Wagland: death and aftermath 

James Wagland died on 16th May 1881 aged 73 of “natural decay; progressive 

weakness of heart and great vessels; dilation of abdominal aorta; dropsy 6 weeks.” 

Dropsy was the term used for swelling (edema) in the lower legs, which in his case was 

probably a symptom of congestive heart failure. The death was registered by his son-

in-law Charles Clarke, so presumably he and his wife, Sarah (James’s third daughter), 

had travelled down from Lincolnshire because of James’s state of health. Although no 

longer living in the parish, James was buried at Merton church on 23rd May 1881. 

James was survived by his wife, Elizabeth; their 7 children and 31 grandchildren; and 

his illegitimate son, William, and 7 more grandchildren. 

He had written his will (see Appendix C) and had it witnessed by two solicitors on 

23rd Feb 1875. The executors were his son Charles and son-in-law Francis Sharland 

(husband of Mary Rebecca) and they were granted probate on 18th Oct 1881. The 

beneficiaries were his wife and their children but there was no mention of his 

illegitimate son William. 

His estate was initially valued at £4,923 18s but was revalued in May 1882 at 

£5,376 1s, presumably once it had been fully liquidated. In present day value (2014), 

his estate would have been worth £485,000 if inflated using the Retail Price Index, or 

£4.2 million if estimating its “economic status3”, or £7.2 million if estimating its 

“economic power4”. 

Death and inheritance taxes were first levied by the government to raise revenue in 

1694. There were many changes in the intervening period, particularly in the early 

19th century to help pay for the Napoleonic Wars. By 1881 the taxes consisted of 

Probate Duty of 3% of the net estate value, for estates valued at greater than £3,000, 

 
3  Economic Status measures the relative "prestige value" of an amount of income or wealth 

between two periods using the income index of the per-capita GDP. 
4  Economic Power measures the amount of income or wealth relative to the total output of the 

economy. When compared to other incomes or wealth, it shows the relative "influence" of the 
owner of this income or wealth has in controlling the composition or total-amount of 
production in the economy. This measure uses the share of GDP. 
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and Succession Duty from which the spouse was exempt, children paid 1% and others 

paid higher rates up to 10% depending on their consanguinity (relationship to the 

deceased). 

The Kayess, Leves & Wagland partnership was dissolved on 29th Dec 1881 by the 

surviving partners and Wagland’s executors. 

And the rest is history 

His business partners died soon afterwards, Joseph Leves, aged 64, in 1883 and 

James Kayess in 1884, aged 61. 

Between James’s death and 1891 his wife Elizabeth moved to 64 Defoe Road (now 

part of Garratt Lane) in Tooting. Her son-in-law, Charles Clarke, had died in 1886, 

aged 45, so her daughter, Sarah, moved in with her. Elizabeth died on 7th May 1897, 

aged 86, of “heart failure, pulmonary congestion and senile decay”. Like James, she 

was buried at Merton church on 15th May. 

Their eldest son Charles James Wagland and his wife Susan also lived in Defoe Road 

(number 16) in 1891 but had moved to Streatham by the time of his mother’s death. 

Their eight children who survived to adulthood were married between 1884 and 1904 

but Ellen (married to Benjamin Allen), Emma (married to Thomas Horne) and Walter 

(married Edith Austin) predeceased them in 1901, 1902 and 1904 respectively. By 

1911, Charles and Susan had moved to Southfields where he died in 1913, aged 81, of 

“cerebral haemorrhage, hemiplegia (2 years), coma (3 days) and cardiac failure” and 

she died in 1917, aged 80, of “cerebral haemorrhage (14 days) and cardiac failure”. 

We don’t know where either of them were buried. 

William Haslam, the widower of Emma Elizabeth (James’s second child) who had died 

in 1870 in Tenby, moved to Sandhurst in Kent. He remarried Mary Ann Butler in 1878 

and together they had one son. They later moved to Sutton Valence, Kent, and then to 

Forest Gate, West Ham. Of his three children with Emma, their eldest daughter Ada 

died in 1897, aged 33; their son Edwin died in 1872, aged 5; and Helen never married. 

By 1898 George Marrion Wagland (James’s third child) and his wife Annie had moved 

to Crayford, south-east of London, and then to the neighbouring town of Dartford 

sometime between 1901 and 1911. There were well-known silk and calico printers in 

both towns where he probably worked (see page 21). Five of his six children were 

married between 1888 and 1904; the sixth was married in 1924. George died in early 

1918 just before his son, Fred, a Private in the Northumberland Fusiliers, was killed in 

action in France. 

Mary Rebecca (James’s fourth child) and Francis Sharland lived at 24 Defoe Road 

from 1881 until their deaths in 1910 and 1920 respectively. Their four sons married 

between 1884 and 1909 but their daughter remained a spinster. 

James Marrion Wagland (James’s fifth child) and his wife Eliza had their third child in 

1882 in Camberwell where he had been managing The Sultan public house. They had 

moved to Whitechapel, Tower Hamlets, by 1887 when he died, aged 47, at the London 

Hospital (now the Royal London Hospital). Their three children married between 1906 

and 1910. Eliza did not remarry and died in the West Ham area in 1926. Their eldest 

son, Reginald, a Gunner in the Royal Artillery Garrison, was killed in action in France in 

1918. 

After his father’s death, Alfred Wagland (James’s sixth child) became an insurance 

agent and continued to live in the East End. His wife, Margaret, died in 1886 and he 

then remarried Johanna Barry in 1888. His youngest daughter married in 1900; his 

eldest daughter married in 1901 but died in 1904; and his son died in 1909. Alfred 

himself died in 1919, aged 73, in West Ham. 

After her mother’s death, Sarah (James’s seventh child) moved to Upper Tooting 

where her two children joined her. She died in 1934, aged 85. Neither of her children 

ever married. 

1879: Newcastle upon Tyne turns on 

first electric street lighting. 

1880-81: First Boer War. 

1888: Jack the Ripper kills and 

mutilates at least five prostitutes in 

Whitechapel. 

1889: London County Council 

established. 

1894: Tower Bridge opened. 

1899-1902: Second Boer War. 

1901: Queen Victoria I dies and her 

son succeeds as Edward VII. 

1902: first transatlantic radio 

transmission by Marconi. 

1903: Metropolitan Water Board 

established to acquire the nine private 

water companies supplying the 

London area. 

1905: first electric Underground 

trains. 

1908: Summer Olympics in London. 

1910: King Edward VII dies and his 

son succeeds as George V. 

1912: Titanic sinks on maiden 

voyage. 

1914-18: World War I (WWI). 

1918-20: influenza pandemic. 

1919-21: post-WWI recession. 
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In 1902 Ellen (James’s eighth child) and Henry Glover moved from Chailey Industrial 

School to Portslade Industrial School where they took up the same responsibilities of 

Matron and Superintendent (headmaster) respectively. One of their daughters worked 

with them as Assistant Matron but died in 1915. Their sons married in 1902 and 1908 

but their youngest daughter remained a spinster. Ellen died ten years after her 

husband in 1928 aged 77 in Eastbourne. 

The seven children of William Wagland, the illegitimate son of James, all married 

between 1873 and 1889. Three of the sons became silk printers and, like their half-

uncle George Marrion Wagland, moved to Crayford/Dartford between 1881 and 1901. 

At least one of them lived in Summerstown in 1891 so may have worked at the Garratt 

Print Works. William died in 1898 in Wimbledon and his wife, Emma, in 1901. 
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The Wandle, its Mills and Print Works 

The River Wandle and its Mills 

The names of the River Wandle and of Wandsworth are thought to have derived from 

the Old English "Wendlesworth" meaning "Wendle's Settlement". 

Exhibit 8: Map of the River Wandle 

 

 

The river flows through the London Boroughs of Croydon, Sutton, Merton and 

Wandsworth. It rises in both Carshalton and Croydon before its path takes it into the 

Thames at Wandsworth. A tributary starts in Thornton Heath as the Norbury Brook and 

flows north then west to become the River Graveney (where it flows through Tooting) 

before joining the Wandle between Merton and Summerstown. 

With a fall of 125 feet (38 m) and a length of 12 miles (19 km), it is quite a fast flowing 

river. 
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The River Wandle has been used by people living along its banks since prehistoric 

times. First as a source of water and fish and later as a source of power to drive water 

wheels. It has never been navigable and so would not have been used for transport. 

There is no definitive evidence of when the Wandle first became used as a power 

source but there were certainly mills along its banks in Anglo-Saxon times. 13 mills 

were recorded in the Domesday Book. 

The first mills were corn mills, then came fulling5 mills. In the 17th century the number 

of mills increased and so did the products. The mills produced paper, gunpowder, iron, 

dyes and copper. Into the 18th century the number of mills grew, producing snuff, 

leather, herbal drugs, peppermint, oil (such as lavender), and silk/calico prints.  

In its heyday in the 18th and 19th centuries there were probably about 50 working mills 

along the Wandle. 

Merton Abbey Silk Printing Works6 

Often referred to as Littler’s or Liberty’s Print Works due to the 19th and 20th century 

companies who manufactured on the site. 

Merton Priory was established in 1117 on its current site by Gilbert, Sheriff of Surrey 

and received the manor of Merton from Henry I in 1121. Thomas Becket, later 

Archbishop of Canterbury, and Walter de Merton, founder of Merton College, Oxford, 

were both educated at Merton Priory. The Priory boasted one of the largest chapter 

houses in England and its close proximity to London made it a convenient place for the 

Court to assemble. Its power was probably at its height in the first half of the 15th 

century, when Henry VI was crowned there. The Priory was surrendered to the crown 

in 1538 during the Dissolution under Henry VIII. The King immediately began to 

demolish it, much of the masonry being transported to Ewell where it was used for the 

building of Nonsuch Palace. Although most of its buildings were demolished, some 

remained standing. 

From the 17th century the former site of Merton Priory became commonly known as 

"Merton Abbey". In 1648, during the Civil War, parliamentarian troops were garrisoned 

at Merton Abbey. From the 1660s the site was developing into a textile manufacturing 

centre, which became the main focus of activity during the following decades. 

The earliest reference found to a calico printing works on the site is to John Cecill 

(sometimes spelled "Cecil") of "Merton Abbey, Callicoe Printer", who in 1753 insured 

the Abbey House located "about 300 yards south from the road" (i.e., Merton High 

Street). He died in 1760 and was followed by Robert Maxwell. In 1784 John Leach had 

taken over the lease and during the subsequent twenty years there were numerous 

partnership changes eventually resulting in James Newton becoming the senior 

partner. After Newton retired in 1812, his son (also James Newton) and William 

Simpson managed the business until 1821 when they moved it further up the Wandle 

to a mill in Wallington. Coincidentally the mill lease was taken over by brothers George 

and Joseph Ancell who had been calico printers in Wallington. 

Meanwhile in about 1800 John Leach built a second mill, with workshops and other 

buildings, a little to the south of the original works, on the side stream that runs at the 

rear of the houses on the north side of the present Runnymede Road, and about 70 

metres east of the main river. There he established a separate firm, under the name 

John Leach and Company, and took into partnership Thomas Bartlett, William Keatch7, 

and his son-in-law Thomas Bennett. 

 
5  Fulling is a step in cloth-making that involves cleansing (particularly wool) to eliminate oils, 

dirt, and other impurities, and making it thicker. 
6  Much of the text in this and the following sections is an edited version of Peter McGow’s 

“Notes on the Wandle Mills” (2005). 
7  1752-1804. Great grandfather of George Thomas Keatch (1857-1936) who married Annie 

Wagland (1867-1953), daughter of Charles James Wagland (1831-1913).  
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William Keatch left the firm on 30th June 1801 (possibly due to illness as he died in 

1804). John Leach retired in 1813. Thomas Bennett retired in 1827 and was 

succeeded by his son, John Leach Bennett, who sub-let the premises to Edmund Littler 

in 1833. 

Exhibit 9: Merton Abbey Silk Printing Works about 1894 

 
Source: Merton Library and Heritage Service 

In 1835 Edmund Littler acquired the head leases for both mills. After his death in 1842, 

the business was managed first by his wife Mary until her retirement in 1871, then his 

son William until his death in 1889 and then another son Edmund until he sold it in 

1904 to Liberty & Company Ltd. (of Regent Street, London). 

After various ownership changes in the 1970s, the works finally closed down in 1982. 

The buildings narrowly avoided demolition and in 1989, after renovation, they were 

occupied by the traders of the Merton Abbey Craft Village. 

The Time Team television series commissioned by Channel 4 Television undertook a 

three-day investigation of the site in Series 10 Episode 6. It is available to watch on 

YouTube and gives a good introduction to the production process. 

Abbey House 

The aforementioned Abbey House, insured by John Cecil in 1753, was on the west 

bank of the Wandle south of the Abbey Road. It was probably rented by Charles 

Bradshaw and James Wagland from Joseph Ancell from about 1820 until 1833 or 

1835. Subsequently Edmund Littler and his family lived there until they sold the print 

works to Liberty’s in 1904. 

Exhibit 10: Views of Abbey House in ~1820 (rear), 1894 (west side) and 1913 (front) 

 
Source: Merton Library and Heritage Service 

In the late 1860s the Tooting, Merton and Wimbledon railway was built from Streatham 

Junction to Wimbledon. It ran very close to Abbey House, between the house and 

Abbey Road as seen in the 1913 photograph. The railway was dismantled in the late 

1970s and Merantun Way was built in the early 1990s along the former railway track. 

Liberty’s demolished Abbey House in June 1914. During the demolition a 12th century 

archway was discovered, salvaged and later re-erected in 1935 at the entrance to 
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St. Mary’s churchyard. It is thought to be part of the former Hospitium or guesthouse 

for Merton Priory which was probably completed in 1175. 

Exhibit 11: 12th century Archway from Merton Priory’s Hospitium (guesthouse) 

 
Source: Merton Library and Heritage Service 

Note that Abbey House is frequently confused with Gate House which was located 

further downstream (i.e., north), also on the west side of the Wandle but south of 

Merton High Street. It was the home of Rear-Admiral Isaac Smith until his death in 

1831. It is incorrectly labelled Abbey House on the 1894 OS map (see Exhibit 15), 

which may be the source of the confusion. Gate House was demolished in 1906. 

Other Merton Mills 

There were four other mill sites in Merton in the 19th century, all downstream (i.e., 

north) of the Merton Abbey Silk Printing Works: Merton Abbey Works, Amery Mills, 

Merton Mills and Merton Bridge (in order moving downstream). Their locations are 

shown on the map in Exhibit 15. 

Exhibit 12: The Pond at William Morris's Works at Merton  

 
Source: L. L. Pocock, watercolour, now in the Victoria & Albert Museum 

Merton Abbey Works later became known as the Morris Works after William Morris 

who took over the site in 1881. There had been calico printers at the site from 1758, 

the most successful of whom appears to have been Thomas Welch. He specialised in 

printing tablecloths and won a prize at the 1851 Great Exhibition. When the 1861 

Census was compiled Thomas Welch's workforce included 45 men, 2 women and 19 

boys. Welch operated at the site from 1848 until his death in 1871. His sons continued 
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the business for a further ten years until William Morris acquired the lease from them. 

Morris’s company continued at the site after his death in 1896 until it was wound up in 

1940. The premises were later purchased by the proprietors of the adjacent paper and 

board mill (next paragraph). 

Exhibit 13: Amery Mills from Merton High Street looking west 

 
Source: Merton Library and Heritage Service 

At the start of the 19th century the two Amery Mills, one on either side of the Wandle, 

were used for copper rolling (west bank) and copper hammering (east bank). By 1874 

use of the mills had changed to manufacture drummed and carded wools for 

upholsterers and saddlers. By 1892 the mill had been converted again, to paper 

making and is named on the 1894 OS map as Merton Abbey Mills (Paper). The mill 

was eventually acquired in 1917 by Hugh Stevenson and Sons Limited, the same 

company that took over the Garratt Print Works in 1896. The mill was dismantled in 

1984 and a supermarket (currently Sainsbury’s) was built on the site. 

In previous centuries there had been up to three corn mills at the Merton Mills’ site but 

by the 19th century they had been replaced by one. In 1919 it was taken over by 

Connolly Brothers Limited for leather dressing as an extension to their Merton Bridge 

Mill site (next paragraph). The company came to specialise in preparing leather for use 

in motor cars, especially Rolls Royce and Jaguar models. In 1994 the company moved 

to a new factory in Kent. Soon afterwards the mill building was converted into housing 

as part of the Kendall Court development. 

Exhibit 14: Merton Mills 

 
Source: Merton Library and Heritage Service 

Merton Bridge Mill was used for calico printing from the early 18th century until 1810. 

Over the next thirty years the mill was leased by a succession of printers who mostly 

ended up in bankruptcy. From 1839 until the works closed in 1994, the mill was used 

for leather dressing – the last 90 years by Connolly Brothers Limited. After the 

company moved to Kent, a housing estate was built on the site. 
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Exhibit 15: Map of Merton showing the mills, Abbey House and Nelson’s Fields 

 
Source: 1894 Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map (not to scale) 

 

Gate House 
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Garratt Print Works 

The Garratt Print Works was situated on the east bank of the Wandle in Summerstown 

and straddled the boundary of the St. Mary’s Wimbledon and All Saints’ Wandsworth 

parishes. On the 1894 OS map 1.45 acres (0.68 ha) was in Wimbledon and 0.67 acres 

(0.27 ha) in Wandsworth. 

The earliest reference to the site is in an entry in the Wimbledon Vestry Minute Book in 

May 1776, wherein Messrs. [Robert] Coleman, [James] Newton and [Edward] Cuffley, 

calico printers, were named as the occupiers. In 1808 the partnership was dissolved 

and John Coleman (presumably Robert Coleman's son) took over the business. 

By 1823 the premises were occupied by Richard Fort and James Newton (son of the 

before-mentioned James Newton), who dissolved their partnership on 31 January 

1824. Richard Fort continued the business and was there in May 1825 but had moved 

out at some point before October 1832. 

Between July 1825 and February 1835 the premises were auctioned unsuccessfully on 

several occasions. The March 1833 auction notice described the buildings and the 

plant thus: 

"... comprising a padding-house 92 feet in length, a blue house 50 feet, a wheel-house 

94 feet, a drying mount 120 feet, a wax shop 50 feet, an engine-house, coach-house, 

3-stall stable, and numerous erections, sheds, &c. which will be lotted in a manner 

suitable for re-erection. Also the Plant, which includes a steam engine of 20 horse 

power, 12 cast iron vats of large contents, a large liquor back lined with lead, 3 cast 

iron washing wheels, with machinery and apparatus, a very large cistern, several 

underbacks lined with lead, coppers, cranes, boilers, and other apparatus, chiefly in the 

bleaching department." 

Anthony Heath was mentioned in the Wandsworth Vestry Minute Book as being the 

occupier in May 1835. Pigot's directory for 1839 lists Anthony Heath, calico printer, at 

"Garratt print works" and this name was thereafter generally given to the works. 

Anthony Heath held the lease until his death in 1851 but was still listed in the Post 

Office Home Counties directory for 1855; possibly his son, Daniel Heath, who had 

been the Print Works Manager in 1851, had continued to run the business under his 

father’s name. 

E. W. Brayley wrote in “A Topographical History of Surrey” (1850) that: 

"Mr. A. Heath of Garratt-lane, alone employs about a hundred [persons] who print 

annually 25,000 pieces or dresses. This establishment has existed between eighty and 

ninety years, and is fitted up with the usual improvements in coppers, copperplate 

presses, cylinder, and padding machines, &c." 

The 1860 Post Office London Suburban directory lists Leves & Wagland, silk and 

woollen printers, at the Garratt Print Works. By 1867 James Kayess had joined the 

partnership. 

From the 1871 and 1881 Census records we know that James Wagland and Joseph 

Leves lived next door to each other on the same road as the Garratt Print Works; at the 

time it was known as Factory Road but is now named Riverside Road. James Kayess 

lived in Streatham, about four miles away. 

In 1871 James Wagland is recorded as the senior partner and the print works 

employed 100 men, 8 women, 50 boys and 32 girls. 

After the death of James Wagland in 1881, the partnership was dissolved but the 

business continued, presumably managed by Leves's sons, under the name Joseph 

Leves and Company, who were recorded in directories from 1884 until 1895. The latter 

year marked the end of at least 120 years of textile printing on the site. 
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Exhibit 16: Map showing the Garratt Print Works in 1894 

 
Source: Ordnance Survey, 1:2500 map (not to scale) (1894) 

 

Exhibit 17: Artist’s impression of Garratt Print Works in 1894 

 
Source: Zoe Buist 
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The premises were taken over the following year by the Corruganza Manufacturing 

Company, cardboard box makers, operated by Hugh Stevenson & Sons Limited. This 

was a large company, which had been established in 1859, with a head office in 

Manchester, and works at Birmingham, Leith, Glasgow, and elsewhere. 

On 21 March 1900, a fire broke out at the works and destroyed one large building, but 

production was able to continue. 

In August 1908, 44 women at the Corruganza box factory went on strike in protest 

against wage cuts. Mary Macarthur, who founded the National Federation of Women 

Workers (NFWW) in 1906, organised a mass meeting in Trafalgar Square to hear their 

grievances and to recruit them into the NFWW. After four weeks, the local NFWW 

organiser, Sophy Sanger negotiated a satisfactory settlement. The event went down in 

trade union history and is featured on the TUC website. 

In about 1920 the Corruganza name was discontinued, and the company name Hugh 

Stevenson & Sons Limited was used instead. 

Exhibit 18: Aerial photograph of Summerstown Works in 1923 

 
Source: Historic England 

On 3rd April 1924 a serious fire destroyed a great many of the buildings, and much of 

the stock, at what was by this time known as the Summerstown Works. It was 

estimated that about £500,000 worth of damage had been caused, and about 600 men 

and women were likely to be temporarily unemployed. According to one report, some 

of the older buildings, which had been formerly used for the silk printing processes, 

were not touched by the fire. It was also remarked that many of the workers could 

remember the time when, on the firm's recreation ground, there "were a series of dykes 

along which the silk was laid out after soaking to make the colours fast". 

Hugh Stevenson and Sons Limited operated the works until about 1971 when the 

company merged with Bowaters. The company vacated the site in 1989 and it is now 

occupied by several small commercial and industrial firms. 
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West Ham Abbey Print Works 

Stratford Langthorne Abbey, or the Abbey of St Mary's, Stratford Langthorne was a 

Cistercian monastery founded in 1135 at Stratford Langthorne — then Essex but now 

Stratford in the London Borough of Newham. The Abbey, also known as West Ham 

Abbey as it lay in that parish, was the fifth largest in England, possessing 1,500 acres 

(6.07 km2) of local land, controlling over 20 manors throughout Essex. 

In 1267, for a time, the Abbey became the court of Henry III for the visitation of the 

Papal legates, and it was here that he made peace with the barons under the terms of 

the Dictum of Kenilworth. Subsequent monarchs visited, and the Abbey came to be 

both a popular retreat for the nobility and their final resting place. 

The Abbey existed until the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII in 1538 when 

the land was granted to Sir Peter Meautas and Johanna his wife and the monks retired 

to their former property in Plaistow. None of the Abbey's buildings remain. 

The following text is from “A History of the County of Essex: Volume 6” edited by W. R. 

Powell (1973): 

ñWest Ham was an industrial village long before it became a great manufacturing town. 

The marshes by the River Lea provided ample room for industry. The river was 

navigable and furnished power for a group of tidal mills which were already important in 

1066, and during the next seven centuries served industries as diverse as calico 

printing, paper-making, distilling, and gunpowder manufacture. Until the 19th century 

most of the industries of the parish were in or near those western marshes. 

During the Middle Ages the mills produced mainly flour, much of which was no doubt 

sold to local bakers, trading with London. From the 14th century the bakers of Stratford 

are often mentioned. Some, perhaps most, of these were at Stratford Bow (Mdx.), but 

others may have been at Stratford Langthorne. This trade is said to have ceased about 

1570. 

From the 13th century St. Thomas's and Spilemans mills, north of Stratford High Street, 

were used for fulling. The cloth came steadily from London, despite a protest in 1298 

that the City's rights were thereby infringed. Both mills belonged to corporate bodies 

within the City, which probably helped them to resist pressure from other vested 

interests. How long fulling continued is not clear. Spilemans fulling mill is mentioned in 

1738, but there is no evidence that it had operated continuously since the 14th century. 

In the 16th century other textile trades appear. Dyers occur at various dates from 1579 

to 1751 and an embroiderer in 1582. A silk-weaver of Stratford Langthorne, one of the 

earliest known in Essex, is mentioned in 1594, and for much of the 17th century that 

trade seems to have flourished. Paul Fox, a silk-weaver of Plaistow, was said in 1645 

to have lived there for many years, making lace and ribbons. In 1675 West Ham was 

affected by the widespread riots of silk-weavers against the use of the Dutch engine 

loom, recently introduced. On 11 August it was stated that militia had been sent to 

Stratford Bow, where the rioters numbered 2,000. On the same day rioters broke into 

the house of Thomas Foster of West Ham and stole engine looms valued at £100. Silk-

weaving in West Ham seems then to have ended, for it is not mentioned later. An allied 

industry, the knitting of silk stockings, can be traced in 1668ï86. 

Silk-weaving was succeeded by a rival industry, calico-printing. It has been suggested 

that the first calico-printer in England was William Sherwin of West Ham, who took out 

a 14-year patent in 1676, and then had a virtual monopoly. In 1699 a calico printer and 

two whitsters were said to have built sluices and dams in the Channelsea river. Calico 

printing soon became one of West Ham's main industries. In 1747 the 'calico grounds', 

of 81 a., formed a separate section of the marshes, lying between Stratford and the 

Abbey Mill. Several of the early calico-printers were Frenchmen. It cannot be assumed 

that these were all permanent immigrants. In the 1740s John Lefevre (or Lefebure) of 

West Ham was acting as the English agent of a textile-printer named Le Marcis, who 

apparently remained in France while carrying on a business on both sides of the 

Channel. Richard Newman, calico-printer c. 1749ï65, was evidently employing Irish 
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labourers in 1750, when he received an anonymous letter threatening him with death if 

he did not dismiss them 'as the English are starving for want of work'. In 1796 there 

were two calico-printers, employing about 260 hands, and a third had just taken 

premises in Angel Lane. By 1811 the number employed had risen to 360. Soon after 

this the local calico-printers began to switch to silk-printing. By 1832 only one firm of 

calico-printers appears to have remained. This was D. & E. Burford, later E. Burford & 

Co., of Stratford, which carried on that business until about 1870 and continued as 

dyers for a little longer. Silk-printing continued until about 1862, the last firm being John 

Tucker, of the Abbey Works, successor to R. and E. Littler.ò 

Further details about the Littler, Baker, Tucker and Kayess families are provided in 

Appendix B. 

Crayford/Dartford Mills 

Augustus Applegath, a prolific inventor of the time, founded the print works at Crayford 

in 1826 and perfected the printing of fabrics using curved copper plates rather than 

traditional hand blocks. In 1843, it became known as David Evans and Co. Ltd. of 

Crayford, producing the finest silks for the likes of many famous clients including 

Liberty's Elizabeth Emmanuel, Holland and Holland, David Allen and even Sir Elton 

John before closing its doors 158 years later in 2001. During its time it was also known 

as the Dover Road Silk and Calico Print Works. 

In 1865 James Keymer set up a fabric printing works on the banks of the River Darent, 

adjacent to what is now Bullace Lane in Dartford. In 1910, the name Dartford Print 

Works was officially adopted. The firm was taken over by Messrs. Warner and Sons in 

1927 and continued in production until 1939. 
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Calico Printing 
Calico is a plain-woven textile made from unbleached, and often not fully processed, 

cotton. It may contain unseparated husk parts, for example. The fabric is less coarse 

and thick than canvas or denim but, owing to its unfinished and undyed appearance, it 

is still very cheap. 

Exhibit 19: Calico 

 
Source: Clem Rutter, Rochester, Kent 

Printed calico was imported into the United States from Lancashire in the 1780s, and 

here a linguistic separation occurred, while Europe maintained the word calico for the 

unprinted fabric, in the USA it was used to refer to the printed design. Americans refer 

to the unprinted fabric as muslin. 

“Calico printing” as a term also causes confusion because it may refer to printing on 

various textiles other than cotton (calico), in particular, silk and linen. The printed 

textiles were often referred to as “silk calico” or “linen calico”. 

Brief history of calico printing 

Calico originated in Kozhikode (also known as Calicut, from which the name of the 

textile came) in Kerala in south-western India during the 11th century. By the 

15th century calico had made its appearance in Egypt. Trade with Europe followed from 

the 17th century onwards. 

In the 18th century, England was famous for its woollen and worsted cloth. The 

industry, centred in the east and south in towns such as Norwich, jealously protected 

their product. Cotton processing was tiny: in 1701 only 887 tons (901 tonnes) of cotton-

wool was imported into England, and by 1730 this had fallen to 690 tons (701 tonnes). 

This was due to commercial legislation to protect the woollen industry. 

Cheap calico prints, imported by the East India Company from Hindustān, had become 

popular. In 1700 an Act of Parliament was passed to prevent the importation of dyed or 

printed calicoes from India, China or Persia. This caused grey cloth (calico that had not 
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been finished—dyed or printed) to be imported instead, and these were printed in 

southern England with the popular patterns. Also, Lancashire businessmen produced 

grey cloth with linen warp and cotton weft, known as fustian, which they sent to London 

to be finished. 

Cotton-wool imports recovered and by 1720 were almost back to their 1701 levels. 

Again the woollen manufacturers, in true protectionist style, claimed that this was 

taking away jobs from workers in Coventry. Another law was passed, to fine anyone 

caught wearing any printed or stained calico; muslins, neckcloths and fustians were 

exempted. It was this exemption that the Lancashire manufactures exploited. The use 

of coloured cotton weft with linen warp was permitted by the 1736 Manchester Act. 

There was now an artificial demand for woven cloth. In 1764, 1,728 tons (1,756 tonnes) 

of cotton-wool was imported. 

Early Indian chintzes, that is a glazed calico with large floral pattern, were primarily 

produced by painting techniques. Later, the hues were applied by means of wooden 

blocks, and it was the wooden block printing that was used in London. The early 

European calicoes (1680) would thus be a cheap, equal weft-and-warp, plain-weave 

cotton fabric in white, cream or unbleached cotton, with a block printed design using a 

single alizarin dye, fixed with two mordants giving a red and black pattern. 

Polychromatic prints could be done, with two sets of blocks and an additional blue dye. 

The Indian taste was for dark-printed backgrounds while the European market 

preferred a pattern on a cream base. As the century progressed the European 

preference moved from the large chintz patterns to smaller, tighter patterns.  

Thomas Bell patented the technique of printing by copper rollers in 1783 and the first 

machine was set up by Livesey, Hargreaves and Company near Preston in 1785. 

Production of printed cloth in Lancashire in 1750 was estimated to be 50 thousand 

pieces of 30 yards (27 m) but by 1850 it was 20 million pieces. 

After 1880, profits from printing became smaller, there was overcapacity and the firms 

started to consolidate. The first was when three Scottish firms formed the United 

Turkey Red Co. Ltd in 1897, and the second, in 1899, was the much larger Calico 

Printers' Association when 46 printing concerns and 13 merchants combined, 

representing 85% of the British printing capacity. Some of this capacity was removed 

and in 1901 they had 48% of the trade. In 1916, they and the other printers joined and 

formed a trade association. This then set minimum prices for each 'price section' of the 

industry. This held until 1954 when it was challenged by the government Monopolies 

Commission. Over the intervening period much trade had been lost overseas. 

Calico printing process 

There are numerous books from the 19th century describing calico printing in great 

detail. The following is a high-level description from “The Panorama of Professions and 

Trades” by Edward Hazen (Philadelphia, 1837): 

ñCalico-printing is a combination of the arts of dyeing, engraving, and printing, 

wherewith is produced a great variety of figures, both in regard to form and colouring. 

This art is applicable to woven fabrics, and chiefly to those of which the material is 

cotton. 

The first object, after preparing the stuffs, as in dyeing, is to apply a mordant to those 

parts of the piece which are to receive the colour. This is now usually done by means 

of a steel or copper cylinder, on which have been engraved the proposed figures, as on 

plates for copper plate-printing. 

During the printing, the cylinder, in one part of its revolution, becomes charged with the 

mordant, the superfluous part of which is scraped off by a straight steel edge, leaving 

only the portion which fills the lines of the figures. As the cylinder revolves, the cloth 

comes into forcible contact with it, and receives the complete impression of the figures, 

in the pale colour of the mordant. 
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The cloth, after having been washed and dried, is passed through the colouring bath, in 

which the parts previously printed become permanently dyed with the intended colour. 

Although the whole piece receives the dye, yet, by washing the cloth, and bleaching it 

on the grass in the open air, the colour is discharged from those parts not impregnated 

with the mordant. 

By the use of different mordants, successively applied, and a single dye, several 

colours are often communicated to the same piece of cloth: thus, if stripes are first 

made with the acetate of alumina, and then others with the acetate of iron, a colouring 

bath of madder will produce red and brown stripes. The same mordants, with a dye of 

quercitron bark, give yellow and olive, or drab. 

Sometimes, the second mordant is applied by means of engravings, on wooden 

blocks. Cuts designed for this purpose, are engraved on the side of the grain, and not 

on the end, like those for printing books. 

Calico-printing, so far as chemical affinities are concerned, is the same with dyeing. 

The difference consists, chiefly, in the mode of applying the materials, so as to 

communicate the desired tints and figures. The dye-stuffs most commonly employed 

by calico-printers, are indigo, madder, and quercitron bark: by a dexterous application 

of these, and the mordants, a great variety of colours can be produced. Indigo, being a 

substantive colour, does not require the aid of mordants, but, like them, when other 

dyes are used, is applied directly to the cloth, sometimes by the engraved cylinder or 

block, and at others with the pencil, by hand.ò 

In contemporary layman’s terms, the overall process is shown in Exhibit 20. 

Exhibit 20: Calico printing process 

 

The Design activity included designing the printed fabric, deciding on the dyes and 

mordants to be used; and engraving the hollow copper cylinders for the printing 

machine. 

Although the Purchasing activity is shown within the process it would have been a 

parallel continuous activity of ordering, receiving and inspecting textiles and the 

ingredients needed for the dyes and mordants. 

There were two parts to the Preparation activity: preparing the textile for printing and 

preparing the dyes and mordants. 

Cotton is naturally yellow so the material must be bleached so that the printed colours 

are not distorted. Bleaching also removes the natural cotton grease. 

For large quantities, there was a continuous process (invented in 1828 by David 

Bentley of Pendleton) which started by stitching together the cotton pieces so that they 

could be drawn through the machinery as shown in the side and ground elevations of 

the bleach house (see Exhibit 21). 
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Exhibit 21: Ground plan and side elevation of a bleach house 

 
Source: “Dyeing and Calico Printing” by W. Crookes (London, 1874) 

Bleaching consisted of the following steps: 

· Singeing: removing the nap to make the surface smooth for printing by passing the 

material over a gas flame or hot copper plate 

· Rot steep: wetting the cloth took time because of the cotton grease; it was done 

using flour mixed in water (size) which was allowed to ferment, hence the term "rot" 

· Liming: passing through a solution/milk of lime in kiers (kettles) large enough to 

hold between 500 and 1500 pieces of cloth; the cloth was boiled for between 12 

and 16 hours 

· Washing (see Exhibit 22) 

· Souring: removes any excess lime using a very dilute hydrochloric acid 

· Bowking: boiling with alkali (soda ash) and soap (made from resin) finally removes 

the grease and leaves the cotton almost pure; 10 to 16 hours; washing out 

· Bleaching: passing through a bleach solution (lime chloride, known as "chemic") 

· Souring: using very dilute muriatic acid 

· Washing 

· Squeezing: between metal rollers to remove excess liquid 

· Drying 

If not being printed, the cloth was then starched and calendered (using a large ironing 

machine with heated rollers). 
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Exhibit 22: Washing machine 

 
Source: “Dyeing and Calico Printing” by W. Crookes (London, 1874) 

Dyes and mordants were prepared in the colour house. The colour house was a large, 

well-ventilated, ground-floor room with colour mixing pans of various sizes (e.g., from 1 

to 28 gallons (4.5 to 127 litres)) (see Exhibit 23). The pans could be heated by a steam 

jacket and cooled by cold water. Ingredients in the pans were stirred by hand or by 

mechanical agitators. After cooling the liquid was strained before it was ready for use. 

Exhibit 23: Side view of colour mixing pans 

 
Source: “Dyeing and Calico Printing” by W. Crookes (London, 1874) 

A multitude of dyes were produced from minerals (e.g., iron, lead, tin, mercury, etc.) 

and organic substances (e.g., uric acid from guano; aniline, phenol, naphthalene and 
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anthracene from coal; madder from the madder plant (Rubia tinctorum); moss, lichen 

and wood; etc.). Most required a "mordant" to fix the dye, i.e., to make it "fast". 

Mordants were made from tin, aluminium, iron, lead, tungsten, antinomy, etc. Dyes 

also required thickeners, discharges (acids), resists (solvents) and reducing agents. 

In the Printing activity at that time, most calico printers used cylinder printing machines 

(see Exhibit 24). To quote from “Dyeing and Calico Printing” by W. Crookes (London, 

1874): 

"The general routine of machine-printing is as follows:- The pieces to be printed, 

generally in lots of forty, are wound on a wooden roller. Last of all a few yards of 

common coarse cotton kept for this purpose are attached. This serves for the printer to 

fit the pattern on. The printer's assistant stands behind, guiding the cloth evenly, and 

cutting off any loose threads. The printer stands in front, and, after he has fitted his 

pattern, attends to the colour boxes, and watches to prevent any irregularity in working. 

After thirty to forty pieces have been run through, the machine is stopped, the doctors 

are removed, and the edges are re-touched with the file.” 

Exhibit 24: Side view of 4-colour and 12-colour cylinder printers 

 
Source: “Dyeing and Calico Printing” by W. Crookes (London, 1874) 

 

The Finishing activity depended on the dyes and mordants used. It consisted of two or 

more of the following: ageing, dunging, dyeing, steaming, fixing, raising, cutting, 

washing, soaping, clearing and drying. 

The Distribution activity included: inspection of the finished goods, packing, baling 

and shipping. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Surrey Churches 

This Appendix includes brief histories and descriptions of the churches that have 

featured the most frequently in the Wagland family history. They are in the same order 

as they appear in the family history. 

All Saint’s Church, Carshalton8 

The Grade II listed Anglican parish church of All Saints is located at the west end of 

Carshalton High Street, opposite Carshalton Ponds. 

Exhibit 25: All Saint’s Church, Carshalton (~1750 and 2011) 

 
Source: (Left) Unknown (Right) D. Fisher 

Domesday Book records the presence of a church at Carshalton. How long it had been 

there we don't really know. There is a good deal of water and, more important, an 

ancient well nearby. This might argue that Carshalton was a pagan site. If it was, it 

would also be an obvious place to build a church to replace it. 

The tower is the oldest part of the present building and bears all the signs of having 

been there before the Norman Conquest. What lies to the east and the west of it (the 

present Lady Chapel and south aisle) is not on the same exact orientation as the 

tower. From this it is reasonable to deduce that what we see there now is not what was 

there originally. An ancient window, visible only from within the present ringing 

chamber, is on the north face and the splay beneath it suggests that that the tower up 

to that point is probably 11th century and possibly earlier. 

About 1150 it seems that a nave was built to the west of the tower, together with a 

north aisle: both of these disappeared in the rebuilding of the two decades before the 

First World War. In about the year 1200 three bays of a south aisle were added; these 

and the lower exterior stonework are visible today as the outer south aisle. At about 

this time the arches beneath the tower space were altered. A chancel (now the Lady 

Chapel) was added and the outline of original simple lancets can still be seen in the 

south wall.  

Within two hundred years or so the windows had been filled in and replaced with larger 

ones, and the late 14th century timber roof was added. It is possible that the chancel 

was lengthened at the same time. The jambs of an early medieval doorway into the 

south aisle are very clearly visible from the south churchyard, and the outline of the top 

of a 14th century window may be seen from inside. The 15th century saw the installation 

of floor brasses, many of them allegedly stolen by workmen in the 1830s, and the 

 

8  This section is an edited version of the church building’s history from its website: 
www.carshaltonallsaints.org.uk 
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Gaynesford table tomb and brasses, which appear to have been moved slightly 

eastward at some point in the 19th century. 

The wall monument to the Reverend W. Quelch was installed at some time after 1654 

and began a trend that was to continue for the next 250 years. The two most obvious 

examples also had a considerable effect upon the church fabric. Sir William Scawen 

was responsible not only for a fine monument but also for raising the roof of the (outer) 

south aisle to accommodate it. His neighbour Sir John Fellowes did something similar 

in the former north aisle, but unlike Sir William, who was a founder governor of the 

Bank of England, Sir John was merely a director of the infamous South Sea Company, 

and though he managed the height he could not imitate the elaboration. By a pleasant 

twist, the rebuilding of the 1890s saw the two monuments placed opposite one another 

at either end of the outer south aisle. 

At some stage in the 18th century a gallery was placed across the west wall, and then 

along the raised aisle walls themselves. A three-decker pulpit stood close to the 

present eagle lectern. The chancel was for a time used as a school, and a vestry room 

placed where the altar is now. Box pews came and went, swept away in the 1862 

major remodelling whose only surviving sign is the benches in the present north and 

south aisles. 

The lack of reverence shown by our ancestors to the work of their predecessors can 

best be seen from a vantage point in the south churchyard. The imposition of brickwork 

upon stone, the blocking of windows, their total remodelling, the addition of an upper 

doorway on top of the medieval doorway and the subsequent blocking of both; all these 

things have left their mark in a way that would be thought outrageous today. Indeed it 

must be admitted that the effect is quaint rather than beautiful. Before we criticize the 

Victorians for their wholesale restorations and demolitions it may be worth asking 

questions about the quality and coherence of some of the work they replaced. 

The other post-Reformation trend was towards intra-mural burials and the construction 

of vaults. Unfortunately we have no information on exactly what lies beneath the older 

parts of the church. What seems to have happened by the time Lord Victor Seymour 

became rector in 1884 was that significant parts of the church had become unsafe. 

Partly for that reason, partly because the population was growing, and partly because 

of his very clear vision of what he wanted the church to do and to be, Fr Seymour 

embarked upon one of Carshalton's major pieces of controversy, the construction of a 

new church. 

The Blomfield practice was approached, and after a good deal of acrimony the result is 

what we see: a new church grafted on to the chancel and south aisle of the old. It 

appears that the design was entrusted to nephew Reginald rather than to Sir Arthur the 

founder of the firm, which explains the modest Arts & Crafts touches to an otherwise 

worthy but unexciting piece of Victorian gothic. The project fell into two stages 

separated by twenty years, east and west, and the division between them may be seen 

in the floor of the nave where one sort of paving stone abuts another. 

Lord Victor Seymour gave Carshalton a solidly ritualistic direction that it has always 

since maintained, but it was G.B.Vaux who consolidated what Seymour had begun. As 

well as completing the church's envelope he set about enriching its interior. Kempe 

stained glass, some of it as high-church as it is possible to imagine, made its 

appearance at the east and west ends and in the Lady Chapel. A high-altar reredos, 

with an unusual Virgin and Child centrepiece, came from Bodley's workshops and is 

said to have been the master's very last commission. A Calvary and rood screen 

followed. Some small-scale war memorials began to adorn the new nave and chancel, 

and a more substantial one, an 18th century memorial constructed out of due time, in 

the Lady Chapel. 

By the time Vaux resigned, late in 1919, the church was to all intents and purposes 

complete but it was the induction of W.R. Corbould as rector in December 1919 that 

began the process that has given Carshalton its unique appearance. Corbould's 

friendship with Sir Ninian Comper began a long series of remarkable embellishments: a 
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fine ambry at the high altar; the gilding and painting of the high altar triptych, the Lady 

altar reredos, the rood and the screen, and the construction and decoration of an 

astonishing organ tribune at the west end. 

Exhibit 26: Wagland family events at All Saints’ Church, Carshalton 

Date Event Name Parents Spouse 

23 Nov 1744 Baptism Charles Wagland Philip & Ann  

28 Feb 1746/47 Baptism Sarah Wagland Philip & Ann  

12 Dec 1746 Baptism Elisabeth Wagland Philip & Ann  

4 Jun 1749 Baptism Elisabeth Wagland Philip & Ann  

4 Nov 1750 Baptism James Wagland Philip & Ann  

25 Dec 1751 Baptism Philip Wagland Philip & Ann  

11 Mar 1753 Baptism Mary Wagland Philip & Ann  

25 Apr 1756 Baptism Jane Wagland Philip & Ann  

16 Oct 1757 Baptism George Wagland Philip & Ann  

22 Jul 1759 Baptism Isaac Wagland Philip & Ann  

8 Feb 1761 Baptism Joshua Wagland Philip & Ann  

30 May 1762 Baptism Ann Wagland Philip & Ann  

27 May 1766 Baptism Maria Wagland Philip & Ann  

1 Oct 1769 Marriage Charles Wagland Philip & Ann Eleanor Bennett 

31 Dec 1769 Baptism Elizabeth Wagland Charles & Eleanor  

15 Sep 1771 Baptism John Wagland Charles & Eleanor  

23 Sep 1781 Baptism Isaac Wagland Charles & Eleanor  

22 Jan 1785 Marriage Jane Wagland Philip & Ann Isaac Beeson 

22 Feb 1785 Baptism Sarah Wagland Charles & Eleanor  

4 May 1802 Marriage Sarah Wagland Charles & Eleanor Thomas Webster 

31 Mar 1808 Burial Charles Wagland Philip & Ann  

St. Nicholas’s Church, Tooting Graveney 

A place of worship at Tooting Graveney is mentioned in the Domesday Book. The 

church's round tower was Saxon or early Norman with six-foot thick walls; the spire 

was added in the 14th century. 

Exhibit 27: St. Nicholas’s Church, Tooting Graveney (1836 and present) 

 
Source:  



 

 

James Wagland and the Garratt Print Works 

C:\Users\Chris\OneDrive\Documents\Genealogy\James Wagland project\James Wagland and the 
Garratt Print Works v3.docx 

 

 32 

The original church was demolished after a new church was erected a little to the west 

of the old church in 1833. The present building was designed by T.W. Atkinson with 

later additions in 1873-1875. 

Exhibit 28: Wagland family events at St. Nicholas’s Church, Tooting Graveney 

Date Event Name Parents Spouse 

16 Aug 1780 Baptism James Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

10 Mar 1783 Baptism Daniel Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

23 Oct 1785 Baptism Sarah Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

9 Dec 1787 Baptism Hannah Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

23 May 1790 Baptism George Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

23 May 1790 Baptism William Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

2 Dec 1792 Baptism Philip Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

4 Oct 1795 Baptism Martha Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

4 Oct 1795 Baptism Mary Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

2 Jan 1798 Burial Sarah Wagland (née 
Brown) 

Unknown  

2 Jan 1798 Burial John Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

4 Oct 1801 Baptism Charles Wagland Isaac & Ann  

5 Feb 1809 Baptism Daniel Robert Deacon 
Wagland 

Daniel & Charlotte  

1 May 1813 Burial Isaac Wagland Philip & Ann  

30 Mar 1817 Baptism Ann Wagland Unknown & Martha  

21 Jan 1821 Burial Ann Wagland Unknown & Martha  

12 Jan 1823 Baptism Ann Wagland Charles & Sarah  

4 Jul 1824 Burial Martha Wagland Isaac & Sarah  

29 Aug 1824 Baptism Catharine Wagland Charles & Sarah  

22 Jun 1828 Baptism Mary Wagland Charles & Sarah  

27 Feb 1889 Baptism Francis Eugene John 
Sharland 

Francis & Mary (née 
Wagland) 

 

27 Feb 1889 Baptism Moritz Wilton James 
Sharland 

Francis & Mary (née 
Wagland) 

 

27 Feb 1889 Baptism Reginald Charles Sharland Francis & Mary (née 
Wagland) 

 

17 Aug 1891 Marriage Mary Louisa Wagland Charles & Susan James Eagles 
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St. Mary’s Church, Wimbledon9 

Grade II listed church built of knapped flint and limestone, replacing a much earlier 

church. The nave was rebuilt by Gilbert Scott in 1843. 

Exhibit 29: St. Mary’s Church, Wimbledon 

 
Source: (L) Merton Library and Heritage Service 

The structure of the medieval Chancel remains in its original form and some brickwork 

in the rest of the building also survives from Georgian times. The painted rafters in the 

Chancel, which were only discovered when a plaster ceiling was removed could be 

medieval. Low on the south side of the Chancel is the "Leper Window", a small barred 

aperture believed to have been used in medieval times to administer the sacrament to 

diseased people outside. 

The interior has three galleries and a Georgian seating plan with box pews which date 

from the 1843 reconstruction. The present pulpit dates from 1912 replacing an earlier 

one from 1500 and is now balanced by the Victorian font which was moved to its 

present position in 1993.  

There are a number of notable stained glass windows including one designed by Henry 

Holiday and executed by William Morris & Co, another window is also by Morris. 

Within the Churchyard there are a number of large monuments including the 

Mausoleum of Sir Joseph Bazalgette, the engineer responsible for London’s sewerage 

system and also the construction of the Thames embankments. 

The organ was acquired in 1843 and still performs very well, having been twice rebuilt. 

The bells, whose story is told in a plaque in the West Porch, still include two which 

were obtained in the 1500s. 

Exhibit 30: Wagland family events at St. Mary’s Church, Wimbledon 

Date Event Name Parents Spouse 

5 Aug 1798 Marriage James Wagland Isaac & Sarah Mary Bond 

22 Sep 1816 Marriage Philip Wagland Isaac & Sarah Anne Kelly 

28 Jul 1822 Marriage William Wagland Unknown - possibly Isaac 
& Sarah 

Ann Lay 

14 Aug 1839 Marriage Mary Ann Wagland James & Mary Attridge William Halliday 

15 Jun 1870 Marriage Sarah Wagland James & Elizabeth Charles Henry Clarke 

25 Feb 1871 Marriage Mary Rebecca Wagland James & Elizabeth Francis Sharland 

 
9  From the Merton Council website: www.merton.gov.uk 
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Date Event Name Parents Spouse 

14 Jul 1874 Marriage Ellen Wagland James & Elizabeth Henry James Glover 

17 Jun 1878 Marriage James Marrion Wagland James & Elizabeth Eliza Jane Williams 

St. Mary the Virgin’s Church, Merton10 

Exhibit 31: St. Mary the Virgin’s Church, Merton 

 
Source: (Left) Merton Library and Heritage Service 

The Domesday survey of 1086 refers to Merton as a settlement with a church and two 

mills. This Saxon church was probably a simple wooden structure with daubed walls 

and a thatched roof. It does not seem to have survived long into the Norman period. 

The first stone church in the district was built in 1115, on the orders of Gilbert the 

Norman, Sheriff of Surrey and founder of Merton Priory. A small, solid building with 

rounded windows and door arches, sparse furnishings and a rush-strewn floor, it was 

dedicated to the honour of the most Blessed Mother of God and ever Virgin Mary. 

The building was much altered during the 12th and 13th centuries. Doorways were 

refashioned, the nave lengthened and internal décor added, including stained glass 

and carved statues. The main framework of the current church dates from the 14th 

century and some medieval details survive. These include the North door, which 

features a Norman arch (1121) and 14th century woodwork; the dripstone above the 

West door, thought to portray Edward III and Queen Phillippa and the Priest’s door, 

which leads to the modern vestry. 

The most splendid medieval survival is surely the roof, described as one of the most 

beautiful examples in England. It includes 12th century cross-beams – a gift from King 

Henry III and carved chestnut supports dating from the 14th century. 

One of the most famous patrons of the church was Admiral Horatio Nelson, who lived 

at Merton Place between 1801 and 1805. During his day, the church had wooden box 

pews and a gallery to the rear of the nave. These were removed during the 19th 

century, however Nelson’s pew survives at the front of the church.  

Funerary hatchments (painted coats of arms) commemorating Nelson and his friend Sir 

William Hamilton may also be seen in the church. 

The north and south aisles of the church were added during the Victorian period. 

These house a number of beautiful stained glass windows designed by Sir Edward 

Burne-Jones, friend and business partner of William Morris. 

 
10  From the Merton Council website: www.merton.gov.uk 
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The series of Biblical scenes was produced at the Morris & Co. works at Merton Abbey. 

It commemorates John Innes, horticulturalist, philanthropist and the man responsible 

for the development of Merton Park. 

Moving outside the church, your eye is caught by the Norman archway leading to the 

vicarage. This is thought to have been the gateway to the guesthouse at Merton Priory. 

Following the Dissolution of the Monasteries, it was recycled as part of the fabric of 

Abbey House. 

For many years the arch remained hidden under a layer of plaster. Following the 

demolition of the house in 1914, it was restored and moved to its current site in 1935, 

thanks to the generosity of Gilliat Edward Hatfield, the last squire of Morden. 

Many people of note are buried in the churchyard at St. Mary’s, including William 

Rutlish, embroiderer to Charles II; Frances Nixon, who perfected the art of copper plate 

calico printing and John Innes, gardener, benefactor and town planner. 

Exhibit 32: Wagland family events at St. Mary the Virgin’s Church, Merton 

Date Event Name Parents Spouse 

19 Feb 1775 Baptism Mary Bond John & Elizabeth  

11 May 1800 Baptism Daniel Wagland James & Mary  

24 Aug 1801 Burial Daniel Wagland James & Mary  

1 Sep 1801 Burial Elizabeth Bond (née Craft) Thomas & Elizabeth  

26 Dec 1802 Baptism Elizabeth Wagland James & Mary  

6 Jan 1805 Baptism Mary Ann Wagland James & Mary  

29 Jan 1806 Baptism Sarah Wagland James & Mary  

6 Mar 1808 Baptism Charles James Wagland James & Mary  

24 Jun 1810 Baptism Emma Wagland James & Mary  

5 Sep 1811 Burial John Bond John & Martha  

17 May 1812 Baptism Martha Wagland James & Mary  

29 Aug 1814 Baptism Harriet Wagland James & Mary  

23 Sep 1815 Baptism Mary Ann Wagland James & Mary Attridge  

12 May 1816 Burial Harriet Wagland James & Mary  

9 Jun 1816 Baptism Ann Wagland James & Mary  

23 Mar 1834 Baptism Emma Elizabeth Wagland James & Elizabeth  

14 May 1837 Baptism George Marrion Wagland James & Elizabeth  

3 Mar 1839 Baptism Mary Rebecca Wagland James & Elizabeth  

27 Jun 1841 Baptism Henry Wagland James & Elizabeth  

18 Feb 1844 Baptism James Marrion Wagland James & Elizabeth  

18 Jan 1846 Baptism Alfred Wagland James & Elizabeth  

20 Aug 1848 Baptism Sarah Wagland James & Elizabeth  

9 Mar 1852 Burial Mary Wagland (née Bond) John & Elizabeth  

23 May 1881 Burial (Charles) James Wagland James & Mary  

25 Mar 1893 Burial Mary Ann Halliday (née 
Wagland) 

James & Mary Attridge  

15 May 1897 Burial Elizabeth Cass Wagland 
(née Castle) 

John & Rebecca  
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St. Mary’s Church, Summerstown 

The original building was designed by William Moseley and built in 1836. It was also 

known as Summerstown Chapel and was used as a school until it was consecrated as 

a parish church in 1845. It was extended in 1861 and 1870 but demolished in 1894 due 

to structural problems. 

A temporary iron building stood on the same site until a parish church was built nearby 

in 1904 (itself replaced by the present church in 1920). The old church site was then 

used for a church hall (c.1925) and sold in 1968 by Act of Parliament. 

Exhibit 33: St. Mary’s Church, Summerstown (1835, 1904 design and ~1915) 

 
Source: (Left) Incorporated Church Building Society (Middle) G. Pinkerton (Right) Wandsworth Heritage Service 

The “new” church was built between 1903 and 1920 to the designs of Godfrey 

Pinkerton. The style is eclectic with sources as diverse as Byzantine, Renaissance, the 

Arts & Crafts movement and contemporary American architects such as Louis Sullivan. 

It is now a Grade II listed building. 

The church was to have had a brick tower but construction was not continued above 

the organ loft. 

There is interesting stained glass including an east window made by Morris & Co. in 

1928 to a design by Sir Edward Burne-Jones. 

Exhibit 34: Wagland family events at St. Mary’s Church, Summerstown 

Date Event Name Parents Spouse 

28 Jan 1866 Baptism Ellen Martha Wagland Charles & Susan  

28 Jan 1866 Baptism Minnie Wagland George & Elizabeth  

8 May 1870 Baptism Mary Louisa Wagland Charles & Susan  

13 Apr 1873 Baptism Lucy Wagland Charles & Susan  

13 Feb 1876 Baptism Fred Wagland George & Annie  

12 Mar 1876 Baptism Susan Wagland Charles & Susan  

18 Jun 1882 Baptism Nellie Wagland George & Annie  

2 Apr 1888 Marriage Amy Edith Wagland George & Elizabeth Edward Spalding 
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Appendix B: West Ham Printing Families 

Omitted from this edition. 
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Appendix C: Will of James Wagland 

The following is a transcription of James Wagland’s will shown in Exhibit 35. 

Page 1 

I James Wagland of Garrett in the County of Surrey Printer do herby revoke all former 

Wills and testamentary dispositions made by me and declare this to be my last Will and 

Testament. I give devise and bequeath all my real and personal estate and effects 

whatsoever and wheresoever (except Estates vested in me as a Trustee or Mortgagee) 

unto my son Charles Wagland and my Son in law Francis Sharland their heirs 

executors administrators and assigns respectively Upon trust that the said Charles 

Wagland and Francis Sharland or the survivor of them or the heirs executors or 

administrators of such survivor shall sell call in and convert into money the said real 

and personal estate or such part thereof as shall not consist of money and shall with 

and out of the money produced by such sale calling in and conversion and with and out 

of such part of my personal estate as shall consist of money pay my funeral and 

testamentary expenses and debts and shall invest the residue of the said moneys in 

the names or name of the said Trustees or Trustee in or upon any of the public stocks 

or funds or government securities of the United Kingdom And shall stand possessed of 

the said residuary trust moneys and the stocks and securities in or upon which the 

same shall from time to time be invested (hereinafter called the residuary trust funds). 

Upon the trusts following that is to say In trust to pay the income thereof to my dear 

Wife Elizabeth Cass Wagland during her life and from and after her decease In trust for 

my Children the said Charles Wagland, George Marrion Wagland, Mary Rebecca 

Sharland Wife of the said Francis Sharland, Henry Wagland, James Marrion Wagland, 

Alfred Wagland, Sarah Clarke Wife of Charles Clarke and Ellen Glover the Wife of 

Henry Glover or such of them as shall be living at my decease and if more than one in 

equal shares Provided always that if either of my said Children shall survive me and 

being a Son or Sons shall attain the age of Twenty one Years or being a Daughter or 

Daughters shall attain that age or marry then and in every such case the last 

mentioned Child or Children shall take (and if more than one equally between them) 

the share which his her or their Parent would have taken of and in the residuary trust 

funds if such Parent had survived me. And I declare that the Trustees or Trustee for 

the time being of this my Will may postpone the sale and conversion of my real and 

personal estate or any part thereof for so long as they or he may think fit and that, 

notwithstanding that the property the sale or… 
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Exhibit 35: Will of James Wagland, 23rd February 1875 
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Exhibit 35: Will of James Wagland, 23rd February 1875 
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Exhibit 35: Will of James Wagland, 23rd February 1875 

 

 

Source: Principal Probate Registry 

Page 2 

…conversion whereof shall be so postponed may be of leasehold tenure or may be 

otherwise of a perishable or wearing out nature) and I declare that the rents profits and 

income to accrue from and after my decease of and from such part of my real and 

personal estate as shall for the time being remain unsold and unconverted shall after 

payment thereout of all incidental expenses and outgoings be paid and applied to the 

person or persons and in the manner to whom and in which the income of the moneys 

produced by such sale and conversion had been actually made Provided always. And I 

direct that my freehold messuage and heriditaments in Norman Road in the Parish of 

Wimbledon in the said County of Surrey shall not be sold during the lifetime of my said 

wife without her express consent in writing for that purpose first obtained. And I 

empower the said Trustees or Trustee from time to time to let any heriditaments for the 

time being unsold either from year to year or far any term of years at such rent and 

subject to such covenants as they or he may think fit and also to accept surrenders of 

leases and tenancies and generally to manage the same heriditaments in such manner 
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as they or he may think fit. And with respect to my share and interest in the business of 

Printers now carried on by me at Garrett aforesaid in partnership with James Kayess 

and Joseph Leves under the firm of ‘Kayess Leves and Wagland’ I empower the 

Trustees or Trustee for the time being of this my Will to adjust and settle all accounts 

and transactions relating to the said partnership business and to wind up the affairs 

and concerns thereof and ascertain the amount of my share and interest therein either 

according to the provisions of Articles of Partnership under which the said business 

shall be carried on at my decease or upon such other terms and in such other manner 

as may be agreed between them or him and my surviving partners or partner with 

power for the said Trustees or Trustee to refer to arbitration or otherwise to 

compromise or settle any question that may arise on or about the winding up of the 

said concern in such manner as they or he may think fit and generally to do and 

execute all such acts and things in relation to the premises as may appear to them or 

him necessary or expedient without being answerable for any loss that may arise 

thereby. I devise and I bequeath all estates vested in me as a Trustee or Mortgagee 

unto the said… 

Page 3 

…Charles Wagland and Francis Sharland their heirs executors and administrators 

subject to the trusts and equities affecting the same respectively but so that the money 

secured by any Mortgage shall form part of my Estate. I appoint the said Charles 

Wagland and Francis Sharland Executors of this my Will and give to each of them the 

sum of Nineteen Pounds and nineteen shillings to be retained out of the said residuary 

trust moneys for his trouble in acting as my Executor and Trustee. In witness whereof I 

the said James Wagland have hereunder set my hand this twenty third day of February 

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy five. 

Page 4 

Signed by the said James Wagland the Testator 

as and for his last Will and Testament in the  

presence of us present at the same time who in [signature of James Wagland] 

his presence at his request and in the presence of 

each other have hereunto subscribed our names 

as Witnesses 

[signature of Thos. Weeks] 26 City Road Solicitor 

[signature of Thos. H. Weeks] 26 City Road, Solicitor 


